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SECTION II
The Zakat of Sawa'im or Flocks and Herds *

According to al-Sarakhsi,2 the zakat of animals is treated
first, because the Prophet in his letters referred to them first,
and cattle were considered by the Arabs, who were cattle
raisers, as the most honored property, and because the legal
provisions concerning the zak&t of cattle are unanimously
agreed upon.

Sawa'hn, plural of stfimah, literally means any animal
that is pasturing. Technically, however, the word sawa'im
does not apply to animals that are pastured in order later
to be used for riding (rukub) or carrying loads (haml),
because such animals never pay zak&t. Thus animals used as
beasts of burden are not considered sawcfim even if they are
actually pastured every eight out of twelve months; neither
does saw&'im apply to animals pastured in order to be later
sold for profit (tijarah), because such animals pay zakcLt
as articles of trade but not as sawa'im animals, the rules
concerning the two being very different. The term sawa'im
then applies to animals pastured for some other purpose,
for instance, for their milk (darr) and offspring (nasl)
or in order that they may grow fatter. Al-Kasani, how-
ever, does not consider animals pastured for flesh (lahm)
to be sawdfim, on the ground that they do not bear any off-
spring which is the very quality in virtue of which saw&'im
animals are considered to be " productive ". The Jami' in
this connection remarks that as productivity is a concealed
(khafi) matter the sharfah substitutes the fact of pasture
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